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SEYCHELLES
• Archipelago of 115 islands

• 1600km from Kenya and 

1000km from Madagascar

• 3 main islands, approx:

⚬ Mahe: 100 000 hab

⚬ Praslin: 5000 hab

⚬ La Digue: 3000hab

• High biodiversity

• Big ZEE

• Tourism and fisheries are the 

2 main economic pillars of 

the country. 



SEYCHELLES
is a SIDS!

• Sensitive ecosystems to a bad waste 

management---> government invest a lot in 

cleaning public space,

• Scarcity of land,

• High dependence to imported products → high 

production of packaging

• High cost for shipments; Economies of scale 

difficult for businesses ⟶ need to rethink the 

economic vision

• Low national budget dedicated towards waste 

management - not enough financial incentives 

for businesses to set-up
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• Applies the regulations and laws put in 
place by the Government in terms of waste 
management.

• Plays an advisory role to the Ministry on 
waste management.

• In charge of household waste collection.
• Manages the landfill.
• Coordinates the deposit system since 2022.
…

• Ensure constitutional right of every 
individual to a clean, ecologically balanced, 
and healthy environment, with access to 
clean, reliable, and affordable water and 
energy supplies.

• Regulatory authority for waste 
management; responsible for formulation 
regulations, policies, and strategies for the 
sector as well as enforcement.

Ministry of Environment, Climate, Energy 

and Natural Resources (MECENR)

Institutional Structure
Waste management in handled on a National level & the responsibility is shared 

between 2 National bodies, namely:

The Landscape and Waste 

Management Agency (LWMA)



• ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ACT 

• NATIONAL WASTE POLICY (2018-2023) 

• SOLID WASTE MASTER PLAN (2020-2035)

• WASTE SERVICES REGULATIONS (2021)

• BANS ON SINGLE USE ITEMS 

⚬ Plastic bags (2017)

⚬ Plastic utensils (2017)

⚬ Polystyrene boxes (2017)

⚬ Plastic straws(2019)

⚬ Balloons (2021)

Policy framework



Deposit SystemWhat is it?

This system combines a tax when 
purchasing one of the containers, which 
will then be refunded when the container 
is returned after consumption 

It allows:

• Reintegrating the product into a new 
life cycle,

• Reducing waste,
• Avoiding the use of new raw 

materials for the design of new 
containers. 

In bigger country it can reduce costs by 
avoiding importation of products but in 
our case as SIDS we are still dependent of 
importation to have new products. 



Madagascar
STAR 
Societe Tananarivienne
d’Articles Refrigeres

SEYCHELLES
Seybrew

Reunion Island
Brasseries de 
Bourbon







Deposit Refund Scheme in 
Seychelles
Overwhelming of the landfill with plastic bottles, pollution and 

bad image for tourism and fisheries 

Beverage PET bottles

2007



Deposit Refund Scheme 
in Seychelles

Beverage PET bottles + Beverage in CANS

2007
2012



Deposit Refund Scheme 
in Seychelles

Beverage PET bottles + Beverage in CANS + ALCOHOLIC Beverage in Glass Bottles

2007
2012

2018
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How does it work?

2. Purchase and consumption 
of redeemable goods

1. Bill of Entry

3. Disposal of the 
goods

4. Collection by the 
Informal Sector

5. Bought and 
processed by 
the Redeem 

Centers



1SCR = 0.058 euro
(approx. 6cents)

Customs collects the levy upon on entry and transfer it to the Waste Management Fund.

Redeem Centers send their invoices on a monthly basis to the WMF through the LWMA. 







HS CODES FOR 2019



Beverage Aluminum 
Cans

Processors

Beverage PET Bottles
Alcoholic Beverage Glass Bottles 



In 2024, more 

than 17 million 

beverage PET 

bottles were 

brought to the 

Redeem Centers.



CHALLENGES



• Only 4 redeem 
centers on the 
Main Island

• The deposit is not 
enough incentive 
in La Digue to 
work. Furthermore 
no presence of 
informal sector

• System not known 
by all the 
population

Same 
deposit 
for all 
containers



• As there are not segregation 
at source and no sorting bins 
for those waste streams at 
district level, redeemable 
waste still end up at the 
landfill.

MAHE LANDFILL



Thank you


